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The  Mid  wives  juft  Petition,  or  a  complaint 

of  divers  Gentlewomen  of  that  faculty,  &c„ 


Humbly  Shewing, 

whereas  many  miferies  do  attend  upon  a  Civil! 

|5|.  War,  there  is  none  greater  than  the  breaking  of  that 
conjunction  which  marriniony  hath  once  confirmed, 
I'w#  fo  that  womens  husbands  being  abler,  t  at  the  Wars, 
they  cannot  enjoy  that  neceflary  comfort  and  benevolence  w  hich 
they  expeft  from  them  :  this, if  well  confidered,  is  a  Ihrewd  mat¬ 
ter  and  doth  give  beginning  to  a  natural!  depopulation  of  towns 
and  Cities,  when  theeaufesof  populous  fertillicy  are  any  wayes 
hindered,  whereby  all  places,  eipecially  this  famous  City,  muff 
needes  become  very  thin  of  people,  and  great  want  cf men  fit 
for  employment  both  for  Church  and  State ,  and  all  corporati¬ 
ons  muft  neceflari  ly  from  thence  eniue ,  for  men  grow  not  up  on 
afuddain,there  muft  be  a  feed  time  before  harveft,  bearing  of 
children  before  rheir  birth,  as  we  very  well  know ,  who  in  that 
kind  have  been  great  affiftants  unto  women,  and  conftant  deli  ve- 
rers  of  much  good  to  the  Common- wealth. 

And  whereas  we  a  re  called  Mid  wives  by  ourprofellion,  wee 
knowing  the  cafes  of  women  better  than  any  other ,  as  being 
more  experienced  in  what  they  fenfibly  fuffer  fince  the  wars  be¬ 
gan,  living  the  religious  lives  of  fotne  cloyfterd  Nuns  contrary 
to  their  own  naturall  affedtions,  ifthey  could  by  any  means  help 
jr  without  wronging  rheir  husbands:  Our  Petition  (ball  therfore 
confift  of  many  branches,  whereby  the  injuries  of  women  in  this 
prefent  age  may  beclearely  difcerned,foriti»  a  great  wrong  that 
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women  fhonlid  want  their  husbands  and  live  without  comforr, 

whereby  we  Midwives  are  alfo  undone ,  for  as  women  are  hel¬ 
pers  unto  men,  fo  are  we  Rnto  women  in  all  their  extreamities, 
for  which  we  were  formerly  well  paid ,  and  highly  refpeded  in 
our  parities  for  our  great  skill  and  mid- night  induftry,butnow 
our  Art  doth  fail  us,  and  little  gettings  have  we  in  this  age  bar¬ 
ren  of  all  naturall  joyes,  and  cne!y  fruitfull  inbloudy  calamities, 
we  defire  therefore  that  for  the  better  propagating  of  our  owne 

I  benefit,  and  the  generall  good  of  all  women,  wives  may  no  lon¬ 
ger  /pare  their  husbands  to  be  devoured  by  the  fword ,  but  may- 
keep  them  fa  ft  locked  within  their  own  loving  armes  day  and 
night ,  perfecting  their  embraces  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  not  to  be 
exprefled  freely ,  but  may  be  eafily  conceived  by  the  ftrong  fancy 
of  any  underftanding  women ;  We  Mid-wives  muft  be  as  fecrec 
as  night  and  clofeinallconceites ,  but  wee  know  moftaiTu  redly 
that  tb  is-  would  bring  about  much  content  ,  while  our  felvca 
fhould  feaft  high  at  Chriftnings,  and  nurfes  alfo  (hould  more  fre¬ 
quently  be  paid  for  their  monthly  keeping  of  women  j  we  have 
with  muchhorror  and  aftonifhmenj  heard  of  Kenton-Battayle, 
wherein  “many  worthy  members  and  men  of  great  ability  were 
loft  to  the  number  of  7563.  who  were  buried  thereabouts  by 
the  Church- wardens  ,  Clerkes ,  and  Sextons  of  the  adjacent 
Parifhes ,  as  they  have  lately  delivered  upon  their  feverali  oaths, 
which  doth  make  us  humble  Petitioners,  that  blood  may 
not  hereafter  be  fhed  in  fueha  manner,  for  many  men,  hopefull 
ro  have  begot  a  race  of  fouldiers ,  were  there  killed  on  a  fudden 
before  they  had  performed  any  thing  to  the  benefit  of  Mid¬ 
wives  ,  which  was  a  great  lofTc  and  hinderance  to  the  Common- 
weaich;whcreby  fbme  maydes  were  deprived  ofpromifed  marri¬ 
age,  and  wives  by  the  hand  of death  were  quickly  Widdowed, 
and  with  them  the  hope  ofpoftericy  was  alfo  extinguifhed ,  it  is 
therefore  hereafter  to  be  defired  that  Warre  may  noteate  up  an  d 

j  deveure  the  youth  of  this  Kingdome,  buothat  men  may  per- 

|  forme  the  bleffing  given  to  Ad<wi by encreafing  and  multiplying, 
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thereby  torepayre  the  great  havock  and  lode  which  this 
unnaturall  War  doth  make  in  England,  Heretofore  the; 
happineffe  of  the  Engl ifh  women  was  compared  onto  hea¬ 
ven  ,  but  now  they  have  juft  caufe  to  tremble  at  the  re-, 
port  of  every  gunne  ,  which  can  fend  a  fpeedy  death  to, 
their  inftruments  of  conjun&ion  and  delight ,  without 
■whom  they  are  bat  halfe  themlelves ,  and  being  indeed 
nothing  in  themfel  ves,from  them  they  receive  perie&ion, 
weight, and  number,  and  grow  as  rich  in  children  as  they 
are  in  beauty,  while  wee  Mid- wives  (hall  fare  and  feede 
the  better  for  their  frequent  chriftnings  and  goffipings. 

We  take  notice  what  diveliifh  new  Engines  for  Warre 
are  daily  invented  by  the  Cyclops  and  fuch  like  Artifts,to 
deftroy  one  another ;  namely  the  Poleax,  Petronels,  Car¬ 
bines,  Firelocks,  Snap-hances,  Piftols ,  nay  cafes  of  Pi- 
ftols,Granadoes,and  their  hand  Granadoes,and  the  Mor- 
terpeices,and  your  terrible  two-edged  fwords,able  to  af¬ 
fright  poor  women  to  fee  fuch  naked  weapons  ;  then  the 
Cavalliers,  and  your  Dragoneers,  and  your  Ingineers, 
which  are  thole  perfons  which  exercifed  thofe  weapons: 
fuch  inftruments  were  never  ufed ,  or  fcarce  feenein  Eng¬ 
land  i  and  all  out  of  jealoufies ,  doubts  and  feares  •  be- 
caufe  you  men  will  not  confide  in  one  another :  All  thefe 
weapons  are  but  to  deftroy  brave  man  which  fkould  be 
preferved  and  kept  for  better  ufes  and  purpofes :  It  were  . 
farre  better  f©r  thofe  men  that  they  followed  their  owne  - 
trade,  and  the  old  game  of  England  at  home  with  their 
wives;  then  for  them  to  runne  abroad  to  fee  a  common 
fouldier,and  ftand  Sentinel  two  or  three  hours  in  the  cold 
for  alittle  Suffolk cheefe  and  a  peice  of  browne bread, and 
at  length  kill  oneanotherforeightpenceaday,  with  the 
night  to  boot  too :  and  it  may  be  lofea  lirnbe  or  fome  o- 
ther  good  joynt  rjvhen  indeed  and  in  very  good  footh 
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they  need1  notftand  at  hrrre  fo  long  by  nineteere  pa  rtf, 
and  have  more  thanks  (if  not  a  reward)  for  their  paines. 

It  were  nothing  foirkeforoe  to  us  poor  Mid  wives  t  ■•at 
our  trade  is  now  decayed ,  if  the  fword  in  the  fcabbard 
were  ufed  and  employed  againft  a  Forreigne  Enemy} 
it  would  not  thenbehalfe  fo  grievous,  for  the  old  pro- 
verbe  faith, what  the  eye  fees  not,the  heart  greives  not  at. 
But  we  poor  Mid  wives  both  lee ,  and  our  hearts  know  it 
and  now  our  tonguesconfeffeit}thatit  is  a  lamentable 
cafe  when  the  fonne  (hall  goe  out  againft  the  father  ;  fa¬ 
ther  againft  the  fonne ;  brother  againft  brother,  and  kinf- 
man  againft  kinfman,  this  wee  fpeake  is  grievous  to  bee 
thought  on  5  and  we  condole  even  to  the  lower-moft  an¬ 
gle  of  our  triangular  hearts. 

Wee  defire  therefore  that  a  period  may  be  let  to  thefe 
Unhappy  differences,  and  that  thegenerall  andnaturall 
Standard  may  no  longer  lye  couchant  5  but  that  women 
may  be  fruitfull  vines,  that  there  may  be  no  arises,  but 
fuchas  will  lovingly  embrace  women,  and  becaule  wee 
know  that  forne  upon  different  occafions  defire  to  abfent 
themfelves  from  their  beft  beloved,  having  firft  plunderd 
their  chefts  and  took  away  chat  they  have ,  we  defire  that 
fuch  men  may  be  compelled  forthwith  to  return  to  their 
wives ,  or  beare  on  their  heads  the  fortune  which  they 
have  moft  worthily  dcferved,  being  guilty  of  that  punifh- 
ment  by  their  long  abfence. 

And  whereas  all  ace  not  Penelopes  that  can  withftand 
the  fiege  of  a  ftrong  temptation ,  but  muft  yeeld  up  the 
Fort  to  the  flattering  enemie  of  their  long  preferved  cha- 
ftity,  it  is  better  to  keepe  then  to  make  that  frailefex 
honeft  :  let  not  therefore  the  drumme  wound  the  ayreno 
more  with  falfeftroakes,  nor  the  pike  bet  bathed  in  the 
blond  of  guiltlefle  men,  let  not  the  fwogi  ravifh  from  our 
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bofomes  the  delight  of  our  Iivesrthis  word  husband  (pea¬ 
king  benefit  and  comfort  both  to  Wives  and  Mid-wives, 
finceour  felicity  cannot  Jubfift  without  the  others  ferti¬ 
lity  and  fruitefullneffe,  and  therefore  let  us  Mid-wives 
whom  it  moft  nearely  concernes ,  defire  that  fbme  order 
may  be  taken ;  that  the  old  fong  of  England  may  not  be 
againe  revived  ^  flow  men  of  London*.  And  that  the  delicarc 
fex  of  women  may  not  lye  in  their  beids  like  cold  mar¬ 
ble  images  cur  out  by  fome  Artificers  hand,  but  being 
full  of  warme  fpiric  and  life,  they  may  obliege  the  world 
to  them  by  repairing  the  Ioffes  of  this  War,  and  have  hus¬ 
bands  as  formerly  at  their  command  to  maintains  them 
bravely ,  and  bring  them  yearely  under  the  delivering 
power  of  the  Mid-wife,  which  cannot  be  done  unleffe 
the  Wars  ceafe,and  men  ret  urne  againe  unto  their  wives. 

Moreover  we  have  juft  caufe  to  feare  thofe  dreadfull 
prophefies  which  point  fodiredly  at  this  age,  foretelling  T 
that  there  fhould  be  a  great  (carcity  of  men ,  and  fueh  a-  shi^c 
bundance  of  women  farre  exceeding  the  other,  both  in  Pio^hef* 
ftrength  and  number,  fo  that  a  hundred  fhouldrun  after 
one,  being  afearefull  prodigy  in  nature,  and  a  dearth  to 
be  more  feared ,  then  that  of  Corne  or  any  other  com¬ 
modity  :  Coals  are  not  fo  neceffary  as  husbands  warme 
in  bed,  and  comfortable  at  board,  and  therefore  in  this 
fad  age  it  is  fit  to  take  a  view  of  the  calamities  of  women 
in  other  nations,  for  if  menbe  fcarce,  all  other  plenty  is 
nothing  to  women  ,they  confumateour  happinefle,  and 
make  us  richer  then  all  the  precious  ftones  of  the  Indyes, 
therefore  moft  deplorable  will  thecontinuall  Ioffe  ofmore 
Souldiersbe,  fincethey  might  live  to  comfort  us ,  and 
declare  their  undented  valour  in  the  (oft  and  delightful! 
field  of  love :  And  whereas  moft  certaine  intelligence 
brought  unto  us  ,  .that  many  notorious  Papifts ,  doe  rc- 
fort  to  the  Queenes  Standard,  lately  by  hererefted  at 
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'Mew-caft!e';we  defire  like  wife  that  our  Standard  may  once 
again  be  letup  in  cur  City  and  Suburbs;  for  we  mid-wives 
know  that  women  are  not  (o cold  or  our  of  foule  ,  but 
that  they  can  endure  a  fight  bravely  under  a  Standard  and 
can  uft  a  weapon  as  well  as  men  if  they  get  it  in  their 
handling ,  let  their  courage  therefore  teach  them  to  fight 
for  their  owne  priviledges,  and  if  they  prove  the  weaker 
velfels ,  yet  wee  Mid- wives  defirc  thatthe  diftrefles  of  wi¬ 
dowed  women  bee  looked  upon  with  a  charitable  con- 
ftruftion,  not  doubting  but  by  all  good  willers  to  their  lex, 
their  Petition  (hall  be  regarded  as  the  pubiique  voyce  of 
their  long  conceal'd  afle&ions ,  (hewing  alfo  how  greatly 
necesfitated  they  have  bin  in  their  husbands  ab(enee,who(e 
happy  returnefiiallfatiffie  theirlonging,  and  gives  us  the 
Midwives  of  London  great  caufe  to  rejoyce.  And  we  (hall 
humbly  pray,Stc.  '  i  v  .?.  * 
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